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*  ;"NOT  TO  FIRST  BASE!"  * 

*  * 

*  Hov\r  mc.ny  of  our  national  leaders  can  declare  "  wi  tli  * 
^  Lincoln,   "I  have  never  inad  a  feelin,^.  poli tically,   that  * 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


laraticn  oi  lnder)endence?  " 


* 

Can  He:i":on?  * 
Can  Hoover?  * 
Suppooe  Abraham  Lincoln  were  a  candidate  for  Presi-* 
dent  this  yec^^  on  his  platform  of  huriian  rights, 

?/here  would  he  get  with  the  controlling  pov/ers  of 
*  the  Republican  Convention  in  Chicago? 


He  wouldn^t  get  to  first  base! 


;^  ^    >i<  >)j 


This  Nation  needs  the  spirit  of  Lincoln  as  it  has  not 
needed  it  since  the  Civil  V/ar,       It  needs  his  honest  strength, 
his  homely  vn.sdom,     his  devotion  to  the  plain  people,     and  th© 
sound  and  sim^ple  principles  ty  which  he  lived  and  died.  Never 
since  he  led  it  through  the  greatest  crisis  of  its  history  has 
our  country  needed  the  Lincoln  kind  of  leadership  so  desperately 
as  nov/,  v/hen  millions  are  in  the  deepest  distress,  and  tens  of 
millions  in  great  trouble. 

But  if  we  can  not  bring  Lincoln  back  to  life,  nor 
turn  to  a  living  Lincoln  for  leadership  again,  we  can  stil 
learn  from  his  life,  we  can  still  follow  the  trails  he  blazed. 
V/e  can  still  turn,     in  our  hour  of  need,     to  the  things  he 
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stood  for,  to  the  ideals  lie  held  high,  to  the  undying  principles 
he  loved  and  left  behind  him. 

From  coast  to  coast  the  Nation  today  does  honor  to 
Lincoln's  name.     But  it  is  an  empty  tribute,  a  useless  gesture, 
if  \ie  lose  sight  of  all  he  worked  for  and  fought  for  and  gave 
his  life  to. 

Many  an  orator  will  praise  Lincoln  today  who  would 
have  hated  and  opposed  him  had  he  been  alive.     \?i/hen  Theodore 
Roosevelt  died  the  men  who  had  fought  him  most  bitterly,  the 
men  v;ho  contested  to  the  last  ditch  everything  he  stood  for, 
at  once  began  to  sing  their  hymns  of  adulation.     To  them 
Roosevelt  was  no  longer  dangerous.     His  enormous  power  no  longer 
drove  toward  equality  of  opportunity  and  the  square  deal.  They 
praised  him  because  he  was  no  longer  in  their  vmy* 

Is  it  not-  so  today  v/ith  Lincoln? 

These  men  are  doubtless  glad  enough  that  Lincoln 
cannot  be  here  to  see  how  far  our  National  Crovernment  has 
fallen  away  from  the  example  he  set  -  hovi  little  our  leaders 
follow  the  ideals  of  the  man  they  pretend  to  honor. 

Lincoln  was  essentially  a  man  of  the  people.  Not 
because  he  vras  born  in  a  log  cabin.     Net  because  as  a  youth  he 
split  rails  and  worked  with  his  hands.     Rather  because  his 
thoughts  v/ere  the  thoughts  of  the  people,  his  desires  their 
desires,   and  his  v/hole  purpose  and  action  were  aimed  to  protect 
and  further  their  welfare. 

He  hated  slavery  because  he  believed  in  popular 
liberty.     He  believed  that  no  man,  black  or  white,  should 
ever  bov/  in  personal  or  economic  submission  to  the  will  of  any 
other  man.     In  that  spirit,  he  held  that  the  first  duty  of 
our  government  is  to  guard  the  people  against  every  group  and 
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every  interest  that  might  try  to  take  their  liberty  from  them.. 

From  this  same  root  sprang  his  deep  concern  for  the 
nation  as  a  nation.     America,  to  him,  was  the   stronghold  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  against  political  or  economic  domination  by 
any  selfish  pov/er  fromi  without  or  v/ithin.     "As  a  nation  of  free- 
men," he  once  said,   "v/e  must  live  through  all  time,  or  die  by 
suic  ide  . '' 

In  the  seventy  years  since  hincoln  died,  what  has 
happened  to  this  nation  of  ours,   to  v^rhich  he  gave  the  last  full 
measure  of  devotion?    Vvhat  would  he   think  of  it   could  he  see  it 
today?     V/hat  would,  he  think  of  a  government  given  over  to  foster- 
ing a  concentration  of  v/ealth  ^unheard  of  before,   and  blind  to  the 
siFiple  rights  of  commion  men? 

As  Lincoln  understood  liberty,  this  nation  is  not  free 
today.     Hov/  can  men  be  free  and  equal  when  multimillionaires  grow 
fat  and  miultiply  while  millions  go  hungry  and  cold?     How  can  the 
nation  be  free  when  the  policies  of  its  government  are  dictated  by 
a  handful  of  the  over-rich?     How  can  its  people  be  free  when  its 
God  given  wealth  is  taken  from^  the  many  and  so  concentrated  in 
fevif  hands  that  the  1950  income  of  504  men  could  have  bought  the 
entire  wheat  crop  of  this  country,   and  the  entii'e  cotton  crop 
besides?     How  can  its  business  be  free  when  200  out  of  ?00,000 
coi'porations  control  half  of  its  corporate  v/ealth? 

How  can  the  nation  be  free  when  its  leaders  put  business 
ahead  of  human  welfare  -  v/hen  they  rank  money  higher  than  men? 

I  heard  Senator  Norris  say  the  otlier  day  that  Mellon, 
with  his  miillions  of  income  each  year,   is  the  only  United  States 

Treasurer  in  our  history  who  ever  had  three  Presidents  serve  ur.der 

/  ,  / 

^hlm^       I3  Mellon, 


whose  only  pov/er  is  money,  tlie  rit,ht  ]-:ind  of  ruler  for  a  free 
pc-ojle?  Has  Mellon  •:  my  thing  in  coinviion  with  Lincoln?  Has  the 
A cl I ;j .i n i s t r a t i on  out  of  vhich  he  has  just  been  promoted?  Has 

hoover? 

V;e  have  rriore  to  fight  attains t  today  than  depression, 
V-'O  have  more  to  rogair  thc^n  prosperity.     Our  greatest  task  is  to 
rid  our  peo  yle  of  1  lie-,  shackles  of  concentrated  wealth  and  power  - 
to  make  ourselves  once:  more  a  nation  of  free  men. 

Roy/  many  of  our  national  leaders  can  declare  with 
Lincoln,   "I  have  nover  had  a  feeling,  politically,   that  did  not 
spring  from  the  sentiracnts  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence?"   Can  Mellon?    Can  Hoover? 

Suppose  >ibr<?. ha.il  Lincoln  7/ere  a  candidate  for  President 
this  year  on  his  platf  orm  of  homan  rights 

vvhere  v^'ould  he  get  I'/ith  the  controlling  pov/ers  of  the 
Republican  Convention  in  Chicr-.go  2 

He  •"oulan. 't  gee  to  first  base. 

Ho7  raany  politicians  now  in  pov;er  have  ever  had  a  feeling, 
politicaluly,  that  did  not  spring  from  the  interests  of  rich  con- 
tributors to  can. pal gn  funds,  from  politics  for  profit,  or  from  their 
belief  that  big  business  ought  to  run.  this  country? 

Lincoln  ■  ell  knev;  that  the  principles  of  the  Declaration 
W'Ould  be  threatened  in  times  to  come.     He  knew  hovv  future  pros- 
perity might  dull  the  edges  of  the  nation's  political  perception  - 
and  hov/  eagerly  tliat  chance  would  be  seized  on  by  those  who  v;  an  ted 
only  to  use  the  people's  government  to  further  their  o\ni  private 
gain.     It  was  prophecy  when  he  said: 

"The  assertion  tiiat  'all  :aen  are  created  equal'  vius 
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of  no  practical  use  in  effecting  our  separation  from  Great 
Britain;  and  it  v/as  placed  in  the  Declaration,  not  for  that, 
but  for  future  use.     Its  authors  meant  it  to  "be  a  stumbling- 
block  to  all  those  who  in  after  times  might  seek  to  turn 
a  free  people  back  into  the  hateful  paths  of  despotism.  They 
knevj-  the  proneness  of  prosperity  to  breed  tyrants,  and  they 
meant,  when  such  should  re-appear  in  this  fair  land  and 
commence  their  vocation,   that  they  should  find  left  for  them 
at  least  one  hard  nut  to  crack," 

Prosperity-bred  "tyrants"  -  the  v/ord  is  Linccln^s  - 
are  over  us  today.     And  they  have  brought  up®n  the  perple  the 
suffering  that  goes  with  tyranny,  which  is  another  name  f-^r 
government  by  autocrats,   or  plutocrats,   or  international  bankers, 
or  public  utilities,   or  any  other  control  without  the  consent 
of  the  governed. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  depression  and  what  is  its 
main  cause^     Its  main  cause,  all  will  agree,   is  that  production 
has  outstripped  purchasing  power.     VHiy?    Because  too  little  of 
our  national  income  goes  to  those  who  spend  their  income  in 
buying  -  the'  farmer,   the  v/age-earner  -  and  too  much  to  those 
who,  having  more  than  they  can  spend,   invest  their  income  in 
more  production. 

So  purchasing  power  falls  behind  producing  pov/er 
instead  of  balancing  it,   and  the  depression  strikes  us  mainly 
because  of  the  enormous,  unhealthy,   and  unreasonable  concen- 
tration of  \7ealth  in  a  fev/  hands  -  a  concentration  v/hich  our 
government  has  the  power  to  stop,  but  which  Instead  of  stopping 
it  has  promoted  by  evory  means  in  its  power. 

And  nov/  the  san].e  men  whose  greed  brought  the 
depression  upon  us  have  opposed  and  blocked  every  attempt  to 
have  the  nation  help  supply  the  necessities  nf  life  to  those 
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wh©m  the  concentration  of  wealth  has  stipped  bare,  and  stripped 
of  their  right  to  work  as  v/ell. 

Would  Lincoln  have  refused  to  tax  the  wealthy  to 
give  food  to  the  unemplayed?    Vfould    he  have  allowed  workingmen 
and  their  families  to  suffer  through  three  winters  without 
bringing  the  government  to  their  assistance?      V/ould  he  have 
opposed  a  great  national  public  v/orks  program  to  give  men  jobs  ? 

Above  all,  would  Lincoln  have  given  his  first  thought 
to  big  business,     in  the  face  of  human  distress?    Would  he  have 
turned  his  attention  only  to  capital — would  he  have  mustered 
the  nation's  resources  cnly  to  the  aid  of  railroads  and  banking? 

Lincoln,  who  said:     "Labour  is  the  superior  of 
capital,  and  deserves  much  the  higher  consideration,"  v/ould  he, 
vi/hile  helping  capital,  have  refused  help  to  m.en,  women,  and 
childrp'n  in  v/ant? 

"We  all  declare  for  liberty,"    he  one?*  said,  "but 
in  using  the  same  word,  v/e  do  not  all  mean  the  same  thing. 
With  some,   the  word     '  liberty »  may  mean  for  f='ach  man  to  do 
as  he  pleases  with  himself    and  the  product     of    his  labour; 
while  with  others,     the  sane  word  may  m.ean  for  som.e  men  to  do 
as  they  please  with  other  men  and  the  product  of  other  men's 
labour^ " 

Lincoln  had  a  name  fcr  that     sort    of  liberty  which 
opposes  government  planning  for  industry,     goverimient  security 
for  vrorkers,  government  limitations  on  the  terms  of  work  that 
employers  may  force  from  empl-^jz-es »       That  sort  of  liberty  v/hich 
permits  "srme  men  to  do  as  th'-^j  please  with  other  men  and  the 
product  of  other  men's  labour"    Lincoln  called  tyranny.     It  is 
still  tyranny  today. 

Again  Lincoln  spoke  of    "the    twy      principles  that 
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have  stood  face  to  face  from  the  beginning  of  time,   and  will 
ever  continue  to  struggle.     The  one  is  trie  common  right  of 
hum.anity,   and  the  other  the  divine  right  of  kings*     It  is  the 
same  principle  in  whatever  shape  it  develops  itself.     It  is 
the   sam^e  spirit  that  says,    'You  toil  and  work  and  earn  bread, 
and  I ' 11  eat  it .  '  " 

No  better  definition  could  be  given  of  the  spirit 
of  concentrated  wealth  that  infests  o^or  nation  now.  The 
ruthless  exploiting  of  the  wage-earner  and  the  farmer  -  the 
unequal  division  of  profits  that  dried  up  purchasing  power 
and  v/as  the  main  cause  of  the  depression  -  taxation  that  re- 
leases the  over-rich  at  the  expense  of  the  average  man  -  the 
system  which  allov/s  stock  market  gamblers  to  amiass  huge  for- 
tunes without  doing  a  stroke  of  work  -  all  these  are  shameful 
examples  of  the  twentieth  century  version  of  what  Lincoln 
m^eant  by  the  divine  right  of  kings, 

"This     country,"  Lincoln  said,   "v/ith  its  institutions, 
belongs  to  the  people  wiio  inhabii:  it."     Certainly  he  would 
have  used  those  institutions  to  save  tne  country  and  its 
natural  resources  for  the  people  to  whom  they  belong,   and  to 
keep  this  nation  free  fromi  the  dictation  of  financial  and 
industrial  autocrats.     Today  the  United  States  is  in  the  hands 
of  big  business  and  the  great  international  bankers. 

And  that  is  precisely  what  Abraham  Lincoln  warned 
us  against, 

Lincoln  said  of  the  commion  people,   "Let  them  beware 
of  surrendering  a  political  power  vLicl':.  they  already  possess, 
and  which,   if  surrendered  will  surely  be  used  to  close  the 
door  of  advancement  against  suck-  as  tiiey,   and  to  fix  new 
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disabilities  and  burdens  upon  them,  till  all  of  liberty  shall  Ipc 
lost.*'    But  liberty,  though  lost,  can  be  regained.     The  people, 
through  the  power  of  the  ballot,  can  still  rise  in  their  ovm  de- 
fense.    They  can  still  cast  off  the  chains  of  concentrated  wealth 
and  power  that  have  deprived  thern  of  their  liberty.     And  if  they 
have  the  power,  they  also  have  the  right. 

Listen  to  the  Declaration  of  Independences     "We  hold 
these  truths  to  be  self  evident,  that  all  men  are  created  equal; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.     That,   to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  in- 
stituted am.ong  men,  deriving  their  just  pov^ers  from  the  consent 
of  the  governed;  that,  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes 
destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter 
or  abolish  it." 

It  is  not  the  form  of  our  government  that  the  people 
need  to  change,  it  is  the  substance.     Undur  the  ancient  form  a 
usurpation  has  grown  up  that  is  far  more  dangerous  than  any  foreign 
invasion  -  a  usurpation  based  on  cunning,  not  on  force,  but  all 
the  harder  to  overcome  on  that  account. 

V.hat  our  governixent  is  being  used  for  today  is  not  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  but  the  greatest  wealth  of 
the  smallest  number.     The  magnates  v/ho  control  it  are  seeking, 
through  that  control,  the  utmost  c jnccntrc.tion  of  wealth  and  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  sm.allest  possible  number.     Their  gain  is  the 
people's  loss.     God  kno'ws  they  are  succeeding  in  their  evil  purpose. 

Let  the  people  use  the  pov.'er  that  is  their 's  by  every 
right,  and  return  this  goverrim.ent  to  the  rule  of  the  people. 


Let  them  ask  for  nothing  that  was  not  demanded  in  the 
Declaration  and  established  in  the  Constitution,     Let  them 
ask  for  nothing  that  is  not  American  to  the  core.     But  let 
them  free  themselves  and  their  children  from  the  chains  of 
special  privilege  and  concentrated  wealth.     Let  us  have  majority 
rule  once  m.ore  in  the  United  States, 

I  call  on  the  m.en  and  v/omen  who  honor  Lincoln  for 
the  living  principles  he  embodied,  and  not  merely  because  he 
is  dead*     I  call  upon  them  to  put  in  force  once  more  the 
principles  upon  which  this  nation  was  founded*     I  call  upon 
them  to  use  their  strength,  the  strength  the  Constitution  gives 
them,   the  strength  that  is  in  their  votes  once  in  four  years. 
This  nation  can  never  be  free  v^fhile  its  President  is  a  servant 
of  concentrated  wealth. 

Oh,  I  can  hear  the  over-rich  exclaim  in  horror  at 

what  I  sa:/.     I  can  see  the  lifted  hands  of  those  who  have  waxed 

fat.     I  can  catch  the  denunciations  launched  against  the  man, 

any  mian,  v/ho  dares  to  tell  the  truth  about  them  and  the  govern- 
m.ent  the3i^  have  acquired.     But  what  about  the  rest  of  us? 

Vfhat  about  the  rest  of  us  who  believe  in  America  as 
som.ething  more  than  a  source  of  riches?      \^fha.t  about  the 
millions  from  whom,  the  m.agnates  have  drained  their  substance? 
?/hat  about  the  millions  who  are  hungry  and  cold?    What  about 
the  plain  people  vvhom  Lincoln  loved? 

Is  there  any  good  reason  why  the  people  should  not 
rule  in  America?    They  can  if  they  choose. 

They  can  if  they  will  listen  to  Lincoln,  who  said: 

"V\lien  the  people  rise  in  mass  in  behalf  of  the 
Union  and  the  liberties  of  their  country,   truly  may  it  be  said, 
^The  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against  themi,^*  *  *  j  wish 
you  to  remember,  now  and  forever,   that  it  is  your  business  and 
not  mine;   that  if  *  *  *  i^ie  liberties 'of  these  people  shall  be 
lost,  it  is  but  little  to  any  one  man,  but  a  great  deal  to  the 
millions  of    people  who  inhabit  these  United  States,  and  to 
their  posterity  in  all  coming  time.     It  is  your  business  to 
rise  up  and  preserve  the  Union  and  libertj^  for  yourselves,  and 
not  for  me ♦ " 
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